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the golden ealf. We know that «t ill ihriae wor- 
■hip, thoM who fatten on the fniita of another's 
toil, that ito ehief prieite and Lmritea are the mone}- 
lords who keep baek the labmr horn a table 
^vhich groana beneath the weight -af ^teida wrung 
iirim earth's boeom by hia toil. 
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orld lin.<? ever been such 
:?ervmp childron tl.nt 
lie successful, iniist 
I)roposition is ai 
iiiiilly prccli 



em el tii other to her 
rcforiiiiT, in these 
' rich or fie must 
iiinmifily, hut it is 
s 1.11 desire for 



riiriii, and yet, in hnmnn history thr-re 
stiincfs, though rare, wherein men and women 
of irieans have devoted their lives to the betterment 
of society without referaose to religira, but xhey 
t'orin the exception to the general rule. 

What the Blade started out to say in this rela- 
tion was that the very persons who have laid their 
.jewels of intellect at the feet of this great world, 
who have given a labor of a life to its service, have 
been denied, mocked and left to starve or subsist 
|>n scant provisi(jn. On the other hand, he, whose 
•'onseienee was of so flexible a character that he 
could readily conform to every inaipid demand 
made by a rotten society, who eould permit himself 
to float gently along with the currant without re- 
i^'ard for those brave minda that aought to swim 
against the strean^ have been fated and flattered, 
honored and paid beyond thir due. ' 

.\o better instance of this could be found than in 
the inability of American Freethinkers to main- 
, , , , , , . ^. " active propaganda of their principles, 

charges as local banks charge for oollectinp only a tew years ago, there were a number of lec- 



KEUOIOmi 

IBHAIIIAI 

Russians a truly Christian nation and we are 
compelle'i to a,, back to ihe Dark Ages of Oiristian 
rule to flbd a imrallelel to the horrors that are be- 
ing enaete.l th.-rc while every day brings the em- 
pire of the .\i,is,„vite nearer the brink of the abyss 

and the iTincipal no«^pa|K>rs of the country re- 
fleet the^espair of the situation. 

Devoqt believers in all that the c hristian faith 
portend^ capable of swallowing the Athanasian 
creed like an anaconda taking an unwashed goat, 
relying fen the power and efficiency of the vicar- 
ious at<»iement, there are no peoples in Europe 
more e*entially Christian than those within the 
domain;of the Czar. As followers of the Prince 
of PeacP one mi-ht cx|,eci t.,leratiou and charity 
at their linruls ami if smitten to turn the other 
cheek and with inimilitv practice the ••resist not 
evil" Bamo-cM. Vet the awful .scenes enacted at 
Seidlcejiii Kussian Pobm.l have had their counter- 
parts if other portions of the empire, notably the 
*^ but the rigid press censorship haa pre- 
the horrible details from peroolriting 
the lines and reaching the outside* world, 
iissian patriot most k>ok with grief and an- 
pon the coming storm with so much of ruin 
" ring for the people. Tom with interne- 
id strife it is powerless against a 
' ev. ii tlie advocates of freedom 
•oiiiisel their followers to patience 
uirv revolution, which now feems 
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Always dodge regret. 

• • • • e 
Virtue brioga ita own reward^ 

• • • • • 

Salvation is free now only to paupers. 

Youth stands for progress, age for petrifaction. 

• • • • • 

Hie preadiers want no alUea in the woric of re- 

freneratioo. 



With plutocracy at the helm, it ia no 

that the ship of state is rapidly drifting to the— er 
— what do you call it. 

• • • • • 

Freethought is the bursting bud of intellectual 
life. Orthodoxy is but the withered flower. Pree- 
thought ia the wholesome grain. Orthodoxy is but 
thehuak. 

• • • • • 

Labor must shake off the accursed interdict of 
present political leaders and give place in the iu- 
duatrial ranks to everj^man who is willing to work 
in the knowledge that whatMever he oNatcB, that 
he shall surely have. 

• e • o 0 

"Be good and you will be lonesome," is the 
motto of the average man of today. It is half a 
truth, yet wholly a lie. We may never see wealth 
without want, virtue without vice, but the race can de- 
vote itaelf to grander ainm than charing the delu- 
sive dollar. 



lent cl(,ak for mnnler and pillage. There 
no doubt in the mind of the average reader 
that Ailly one-half of the horrors enacted in that 

■ empii ! ' " 



of famine and death never reach the out- 
their borders. On every hand there eomea 
•f desi)air. Official Russia ia tottering tO 

[ion. Tins I'earfni judgment haa been 

I i>y its own handiwork. It is a case of al- 
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turers in the field, all poorly piiid, so mi.-^erubly 
(-•onipensaled that today there is not oue to be 
found in the entire country. Not one among them, 
but who was deaerving of better aupport. lien and 
women of intelligenee and power, of edlveatioi 
ability, of pluck and energy, cannot afford to give 
their talents to any cause that refuses them even 
a bare support. The people are fast learning that 
,whUe religion has caused many of the ills that af- 
flict humanity, it oilers uo cure, and those who 
have not learned the lessou must have it carried to 
them, (irtiiodox Christianity is no eommeiciaJ pal- 
ladium or industrial deity. We must look else- 
where for relief. If this relief is to be extended 
through the aid of Freethought then we must wake 
our lethargy and cease dreaming in order 
to begin work. 

"Why should not such a move be made T We have 
every reason to be hopeful. We have a glorious 
cause to advocate, a cause resplendent with a lus- 
tre that shines the brigliter as the years roll by. 
We have a i>hilosophy the application of which 
tends to improvement here and such an end must 
continue improvanink.hiHM «nd>olaewiMr«.fle who 
lives not for himadf aloae, haiiiga happuMa by 
his human conuderation of others. TUa is the 
very essence of Freethought. In it lies the power 
and glory of the race. Did we honor and revere 
the memories of the heroes of the past, we would 
take up their work with grace but it is for the tVee- 
thinkers to say whetlier it shall be pro])erl_v .ipiihed or 
not. 

hing is true, when a man's sympathy ex- 
tends no farther than the circumference of hia cash 
box, he is beyond human redemption. He becomes 
the dardanari, who reaps where he has not sown. 
Be worahipa at the shrine of thoae who fatten on 
the fruita of another's labor. He will pray, "give 
me this day my daily bread," but he has no concern 
how much his brethren can get. Wealth and sym- 
pathy tor humanity are not close neighbors and are 
seldom on terms of (lalling ac(|uaintance. The one 
kneels at the teet of the golden oalf, the other car- 
ries on a labor of love for the sake of his fellows. 

Do you want retcjrm in polities,' Then look to 
the man who wears lus jeans tucked in his boots. 
Do you want reform in religion I Then look to the 
men who darea and doea. Do you want reform in 
economics r Then get it from thoae who by long 
years of toil know and realise the toiler's most 
pressiug wants. Do you want reform in the domea- 
tic relations? Then heed the voices of those who 
have lived and sutTered under a system that i^ 
brutal and unjust. In short, ilo you want to witl- 1 will haTO dawned, 
ness a general reform idl along the line? ITien ! • • • • • 

wake up, and join the aniiv of laborers in the vine-' 

yard, not of Christ, but of humanity. ™* WAY OKI LMO AI II 



sent both men to jail would be either modified or 
completely eradicated. 

The foregoing suggestions refer to Freethinkers 
in a collective sense only, but applying it to the in- 
dividual, we are compelled to admit that in a meas- 
ure, both men punished for having pursued a 
course of conduct of their own voltion. Both 
eould have escaped punishment by a non-advocacy 
of the principles in which they believed, hence, they 
assisted very materially in shaping the c<»iBe> 
'piences. 

l-'aiintical foolishness may have been the imme- 
diate cause of their incarceration. Collectively and 
individually Freethinkers might have averted both 
wrongs. Hence "our human Ife is just what we 
make it." Take our own ca.se, for example. In- 
steati of toiling day after day as a labor of love, 
the Blade's editor might enjoy greater ease, more 
eonifoits, more liesure hours, by pursuing some 
other vocation. "We have preferred to keep the 
Blade going and in this way #e have voluntari^ 
selected the hardships we are compelled to faaa in 
so doing. 



THE THOBN OF INFIDELTY CAK WOW 

FUSNISH I 

Religion and business will not mix. Every Free- 
thinker has understood the self-evident truth in 
that proposition for years, but it is only just be- 
ginning to dawu on the minds of theologiaus. 

Uiily a Week or so back, the Blade made com- 
ment upon the financial era.sb which fell upon the 
Presbyterian bankiug iuititutiou in Philadelphia 
from which its pious president had filched seven 
millions of dollars and committed suicide to escape 
the public wrath. Unwilling to faoe the n rnn , wo- 
men and children he had robbed, he was willing 
lo appear betore the Liod he worshipped and give" 
an acount of his life. From another s,,,,,.-,. \w 



learn that i 

ipcned ) 



TU« recent slauu'blcr of .lews in l'olan<l is herald- 
ed a4u brave stainl iiuule by the bruta soldiery of 
the (^r in their deterniuiatiou to stand up" for 
Jesu» If the Jews would renounce their religion 
and imbrace the Greek Catholic church, their 
troupes in Russia would cease. If they did they 
niigh^ deserve all they were getting and more. So 
longip the Jew determines to "^'Ki'n hia raeial 
audpligious independence the balance of the eiv- 
WliPT'tt orld will stand by him. ¥lie- frravomcn of 
his offense at Seidlce, in the eyes of the Russian 
authorities, was simply that he had dared to form i 
an organization for self-defense. The terrorists, 
however, precipitated the attack on the tow n, with 
its pillage and murder, by their premeditated as- 
sault on the police and the soldiers as the only 
poUcy they can fall to is to render abortive the 
half-way measures of paeifleation propoaod by the 
premier. 

As matters now stand Ruaaia ia divided into two 
hostile camps separated by a sea of blood. With 
enes that are of d.iily occurence, the officiala 

are doomed to fall between the forces of reaction 
ol iev(dutiou, while the cafes and con- 
cert halls are crowded with merry-makers, domi- 
ciliary searches and ponae<(uent arrests are being 
doubled every day. It is < iirrenlv re(iorted that 

between the first and t.nth of Auu'ust last, no lesslt?'""-^ neia mm oaoK. 

than two thousand, five hundred arrests were made! have added that aU his professed piety, 



lUlierii city a certaui restaurant 
religious exercises, dedicated by 
a cniei ir ,,t preachers. The proprietor announced 
'" I'lil.li.- that it was his purpose to open the 
iia>liUietoiy every day with prayer, a custom he 
kept up until one day its doors were closed for 
lack of patronage and a hiatua in the cash regiater. 
i hese instances will suflice to show that you can- 
not measure the depth of a man's religion and his 
worth of character by the length of hia face on 
Sunday. 

Ill regard to tJm|A'hiladelphia banking institu- 
tion, w,' are lobl TMt the Keceiver, appointed by 
lie i-cMirls, aiiiioiiiices that it will open again for 
Imsiness, that the depositors will be paid in full, 
and he assigns the failure to have been nauBOd al^ 
together by a imion of ehitfah and bolineaa. On 
this subject he says: 

"The Directors all mean weU. They art all 
Presbyterians, and being of one relifioo* tk«y 
trusted the religion too mueh. Tbay' wen iriUing 
to peonit one man of tMr faitt to nm tha inalft»> 
tion to aoit himadl" 



Additional side lights that have been thrown 
upon this unsavory bit of religious hypocrisy might 
have induced the rec^jiver to have even gone fur- 
ther, but it was, doubtlaaa, oonaideration for the 
j family of the self-murderer, that held him baok. 



in St. Petersburg. Not a member of the intellectual 
class, when be ariaea from hia bed in the morning, 
is sure that before night falls he will find himself 

in the fortress of St. IVter and St. Paul, whose 



dungeons a 
waters of the Xev; 
being shed every di 



of the swift-flowing 
ocent blood that is 
I lends force to Xa- 



Intellectual stagnation and religious stultifica- 
tion are the main causes of this wretched condition 
of affairs. Not until the people throw olT the yoke 
of the priesthood can they hope to be free. When , 
the Muscovite obtains religious freedom and thel^ ^' ".'"^ 
power of the priest is broken all other reforms will i ' "l'' , 
foUow with a stability Uiat can never check their i "^^'^t l'^'''^ 
progreea and the day^of 



President Hippie, knew a pretty woman from an 
ancient painting, a jack-pot from a prayer book, 
but when touched for a little charity gift he mut- 
tered. "Good bye .John." The Directors '•trusted 
the religion too much. ' What a eonfes-sion to make 
in the face of the heathen: Why send Bibles and 
Whiskey to the Orient to instil the same kind of 
a religion into the minds of a people who so much 
superior in matters of business honesty t Hippie 
might have assidiously prayed for tbe salvation of 
the neighbor who could poison his dog, and mutter 
the prayer in public, but while the onlookers had 
their heads bent in reverence for the occasion, Hip- 
acting the 



ourage, faint heart! Remember that every man. 
since the dawu of human history, who becomea dissab- 
ietied with existing conditions and dared to cry out 
igninst prescriptive right entrenched in brutal 
wrong, has been deiiouueed and denied by the toad- 
eaters of his day. It was not intended that any 
may bora of woman should sit with folded hands 
an(l starve, while all about him the potential wealth 
of nature beckoned. 



this is yet to come. He* 
Earle has a remedy for reorganizing the bank. The 
remedy ia an awful blow .to religion. He does not 
auggeat that brethren of one faith can dwell to- 
gether in bnainess unity, but make up the new of 
Directora of repreesototivea of different seet^-nnd 
even auggeata that an "bildal" be-inakidod en fL 
Bead the following: 



lu this week's Letter Box, wil' be found a com- 

iiuicatiou from a vaiud Triend, a Freethinker, 
and a fearless advocate of the cause of human lib- "My remedy for reorgani/.ing banks where the 
ierty, Louis Hoser. in which he expresses a disagree-; •^i'*®**'™ have all been of one faith is to have a 
nicnt with the IMade for its editorial expression, I ''ireetorate composed of one .Jew, i>iie Centile, one 
namely, ••(>ur hniuaii life is just what we uiake Catholic, one Mcri,.,list. one P!-e,!,\ irn.m, one 
it.-' Our friend and critic asserts that this, a ,-re;,t Haptist, and one l,utbrr;,n. Ves, aiul l accept the 
mistake and points to the cruel punishments iui- i '*»KRestion that a conservative Infidel of business 
posed upon our late editor C. C. Moore and Moses reputation might be a good man to have on tho 



^ mission. Had god, that god, 
who knoweth all things before they were, had he 
cast the human horoacope, we a^ ioroed that he 
would never have given old Noah a hint to get in 
out of the wet 



If we magr Jadge idola aa we judge men, thenl 
indeed, are wo Jnatifled in laying the hammer upon are nearly righL 



Harman in aupport of his contention. 

Closer analysis of existing conditions will prove 
the truth of the sentiment expressed by the Blade. 
Such I Freethinkers, themselves, are, in thi' main, res|)oii- 
bope. 1 sible for the tort 



lope of 
el.ni.ls. 



•efornu 



intlict< 
. Here 



ion th.' 



board." 

Commenting on 
Israelite, a lleluvw 
ciniiati, says, '-Mr. 
will tend to make hi: 



■rb- 



lack , 
.n.,'th:15bub 



the enactment of lei 



here. Jlodern philosophers insist that a life un- and assert that strength i 

gemmed with hamlaaa aoaial.pleaaure ia not worth Ution through the medium of the "ballot bo.\, the 
the living, and w« jw».h»iBBd to'anapoet that th«j[^would be no Comatockian laws on the statute books 1 

of thia republie and the postal censorship which 



but they are, n 
1' agrees witli th 
is a wide i:ulf b' 
rd. Philadelplii 



is suggestion the American 

nlilieation, published in Cin- 
arle's views are not such as 
popular with thi> pious breth- 
■vcrthele.s. somi.l," and the 
sentiment. 

we< n a Ilippb' and a Stephen 
domiciled both. The fop. 



(Continued on Page 4, first 



THE BUCKEYE 

SlOOLMt UNION 



Secretary'* Report of • Succeuful Gath- 
ering at Marietta, Ohio of Fourth | 
Aonaa Conrciition. New Officerg; 



(By LOU LAWRENCE) 
Secretarj. 
The i'ourth Aunuul (..uuveuliou u 
Buckeye Secular Lniou mtl ui Aliiiietia, | '^ j^g visitors were much pleased with 
Ohio, Ott Sundajr, SepUmber »th, l»Uo. | Marietta and with the hospitality and 
!\V8 ul llie pi'u^ilc Ihey met iMI*. 



I entertained at the home of lira. | dent that there is more a battle between 

U. She gave a dinner parly jester- ; Aiitociiu-y and Kevolution going on in 
_and nny or sixtj- pt'ople wuie pri-a- ui ln> uuu lamilj. 
It waa a very enjuiaL)le allair and ll is alleged by a Tinii» .- .rnsiK.n- 
dent that awful oonditioo* prevail in 
ftiiaak. ^— to thk wriur, the 
aatkm k falling into the abyss of bes- 
tiaUty. Hitherto tlH morality of the 
people hat reated on tnut in Uod and 
the Czar; aU that ia ended now. and 
morality is left without support; the 
result being a loosening of aniiual pas- 
sions and the return of chaos. Very 
likely there is some truth in this. When 
morality, or anything else, is erected 
upon a wrong foundatioa, and the wrong 



Ur. T. J. BowlM and J. MimxM iuidw- 

»ou, of iluncie, Ind. Dr. Bowlea wat 

the cliiel speaker at the meeting and 
Mr. Anderson also made an interesting 
address. V\ . J. Uulton and several Mar- 
ietu people also addressed the gather- 



as to dispense with tlK^ PI^yY AND 



mVAMfiATION 



The Suling Passions of the Cur ud 
This is Why the People of SlIMU 
•0 Distniit Him. 

(By G. W. i'oote in London Freethinker) 
Heathen Japan is going along splen 
dily. Holy Kuasia U in the throes of 
politioal aad MetaU uambj. Mot even 
my .«o«ld tUak of her 



constitution 

annual dues. The new oftioers 
follows: l^rcsideul, Mr. Geo. O. Kob- 
erU, of Dennison U.; iirst Vice I'reiii- 
dent. Dr. X. J. Bowles of Munoie, lud.; 
Second Vioe President, Honorable A. 
W. haioa of Dennison, Ohio.; Treasurer, 
J. W. Whit* of Midvale, Ohio; Seoretary 
Jiiaa Lou Lawranoe of BaraesvUto, O. 

Tka first aubjaot for the afternoon ses- 
sion waa The Pallaoies of so-called re- 
vealed religion. Mr. A. C. Naragon ut 
Caiwl Dover, to whom the subject had 
been aaaigned, b*in( abaent; Mr. J. 

MoBMa a»H»>^ of Jlunaie. filled his .... 
■wlT L^ ^l!---- ^tlSr^ son. Let us hope that she u nearmg 

>|^J* *_'T?!!T^^\^^^|!!^r*'^r..f" I the darkest hour that precedes the dawn 
«f«l«|las MUmMsngtntwm "l^ad that a new nation— strong, prosper- 

"^■^ ,^ w u"*" ««1 -If govemed-wiU arise from 

««e LiberaUsm LocaUy by Mr. Wa eri «^ ^.^^^^ 

J. Dutton of i,lba was a paper HUed I ^^^^ ^ 

with original ideas, slated in a clear ^ j^^^ .^^^^^ 

concue manner a paper which when .t|_^_^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^.^^ ^ 

wa. fin«hed. left the he«t«r hungry for , ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^ 

r":*., ,"* K^^^u^. ? , Duma next year on a fred. 

iT? f basisbasis. but the people have had 

UMtten. Mr. J.J. \Vh.tenotbemgpre«- ^.^ ^^^.^^^ ^j^,. 

«lt to respond to his number, Lducuu.u ^^^^^ ^^^y 
flWlS Superstition. Hon. A. \V. Ll.on. ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^.^ ^ 

IU«1 the vaosiicy w.th a speech ol well- ^^^^^ distrusting him. They have 
rounded periods delivered m the Hmoolh, ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ ^ 

beautiful style of which the hearer can- VMfU. TfcST mUse that " " ' 

not tire Dr. T. J. Bowles, the grand ^^^y^^^ ^ tb. baby-boy who 

1 war-horse of Bationaliam closed the ^ j^,,^^^ him aa the Lord of aU the 
KuasUis. That object is enough for his 
narrow natun. The welfare of the na- 
tion is a mere trifle in comparison. This 
miaerable oreature, clinging to his "di- 
vine right" in the name of God, is the 
ghastliest speotaola on this planet. The 
comedy of H has disappeared. It has 
l)cen drowned up in tha groans of dying 
men and tks mim of outraged women. 

Dissolring the Duma the Csar elected 
to rule by mere brute force. He and his 
ns started a reign of terror. Men 
were shot down in hundreds, Jews were 
butchered in thousands, unspeakable 
atrocities were the order of the day. and 
the prisons were filled with the leaders 
1 . , , I o' popular opinion. Is it any wonder 
right and left from|^j^^^ ^.^^^ ^ ^^.^ wswered by vio- 



THEY.M.CA. 
RIVALQQNOERN 

is How Oufri Witt Sfwttat Hon- 
qr rram Tho Portia of PMMhtrs 
And Orowiii ifi VUhmt. 



(By JQHM r. GLABKB) . 
Key. Dr. W. F. English, of SMt Wind- 
sor, Connecticut, says that miaistuial 

r.alarK'.-i luue di-clim-d 10 [yet oettt. in the 
lusl lU yeai's, iu i he CoQgreyaliuDal 
church. He attributes the dsdlns to 
tue \. M. C. A. which divwrto money 
from the pastors to other ohurch work. 
He thinks that ths tendaney of the Y. 
M. c. A. is to spend moM 
and less for talk by ths 
iteelf in the end, and Russia u.ll uiiti- have seen several attaeka Nsently upon 
mately find rest on a rational basis of ; auxiliary branches of various churcbos. 
order," which will allow the utmost scope jtJ'e preacher rwommonded the dissol- 



■t in tlia long mn— 
ithing unpleasant Is bound to hap- 
There may be terrible ruin for a 



for the spirit of progress. 

The whole world is yearning for a 
freshj departure. The old landmarks 
are useless. Tha old prina^lss ars inad- 
equate. The social iden most taica the 
place of religious idea. Men must no 
longer love and serve Ood; they must 
love and serve Humanity. There lies 
the only possible salvation for modem 
society. It is not enough to aim at 
politioal and social changes: a new 
spirit is requisite. 'Behold. I make all 
things new," is the true language of an 
ideal. And tha nmr iital will have to 
be tanght in CMitt* ^initries as it 
is UOI^ in JUfim. % ■imi U impress- 
ed upon the minds of eiiildran. It must 
surround the cradle, flU the school-room, 
and inspire all the young lives; it must 
be fortified by every domestic and publi 
discipline; then it will become the pole 
star of individual and social existence. 



iai7 to aaj only that ths effort was one 



s by residents 
«< MHietta and others. Among these, 
(hat of Kev. Albert Coil, pastor of the 
Unitarian Clmrcli of the city, cannot 



1 that 
nd to 

theology. With a style of oratory which 
reminded one of the rippling of a mead- 
ow brook in spring-time, he soothed the 
doctor's feelings while he lashed the 
medical profi 



present day. He made no defense 
mistekes of The Priesthood, but poinUd 
OBt that tha paU of progress waa the 
pnatealL Mot > latiwiaHat pweent 
. Iwt iraa efaoMd vltk tha Man aa« glad 
that In belief, he waa ao near them. 
Indeed, were The Priesthood, compos 
ed of Coil's the Buckeye Secular Union 
would soon find its occupation gone. 

During the convention, Mrs. Helen 
M. Lucas of 321 Gilman street entertain- 
ed largely; and on Sunday evening ahe 
gave a dinner at which some of the 
delegatea had the pleasure of meeting 
many of Marletto's bwd-windad peo- 



into retaUatioB. They carry on the 
against the aggreesive Autocrsoy with- 
out mercy. To kiU one of ito agenU 
they are willing to saorilloe any num- 
ber of innocent lives. But that is the 
nature of war. We know how the Boer 
children perished in South Africa. I^t 
us not be surprised, then at the acts of 
the revolutionists in Russia. The Auto 
eracy dechired war on the nation, rely- 
ing on tha Army to ke^ order with 
rifles, maxlBW aal artUleryi and the 
pevolutionlsU oonduct the war on their 
side with knives, pistols, and bombs. 
Madness, of course, all round I But the 
primary criminals are those in high 



A NEW PRAYER 



Dedicated and DIrtetad to ■ Mow Deity 
Whaaa Pm woi and f»ip K aU Hope 



lEHMAM 



ho started the bloody game, and [K'ople from 
challen^'pd their opponents to ' 



Next year the Union will meet in 

Columbus. While this union is supposed 
to be an Ohio state alTair, it is hoped 
that many Rationalists in the adjoining! '"'{^'\^ "Jhockinl' to think of M. Stolp 
etotes will join hands for the general . ,^ daughter and Uttle boy ton 

good of the cause. These and aU Ohio ^ explodon. Itoor ahUdml They 

peopto are solicited to send applioationa 

to ths eeeretary at Bamesville. Ohio. ^^^.^ t^,,, offerings 

The UberaUty of the daUy press in|^_.^ ^„ ^pj^^^^ j„ ^he frightful 
% mention of ths meetinng, which | , ^1,1^1, ,„;„„ on in that un 



Oh, tlod, our Father and our Almighty 
Dollar, we come to Thee in our humble 
submission, and pray Thee not to 
sake us in our trials and tribulations 
of the present time; be with us and help 
us to overcome all reasonable investiga- 
tion that we may be able to same our- 
selves from the disgrace of our trans 
gressions. Let Thy word be preached 
in all corners of the earth, that the peo- 
ple may be disguised and not knowing 
what is going on the the world, and we 
>hor<>l>i' i>e<;ame viotorious in o m'" |N li 
Oh, Lord, Thou knowest the truth that 
there are some people who do not believe 
in Thy word, give us Thy power to de- 
stroy them, let us purify the mail from 
all obscene literature, that oomes from 
the press of ungodly people. Thou know 
their works, and their motives, give us 
■.treni.'lh to resist ihir evil inlluenocs. 
Almighty Dollar, redeemer and sancti- 
lier, hide not Thy faoe in time of need, 
without Thee we can do nothing, but 
with~Thee we are atrong, with Thee we 
are able to make kings and queens with 
Thee we can buy the press and turn 
most heinous crimes into charity, with 
Thee we can build churches and gather 
■s of the earth and 
ith, with Thee 



tion of tlie V . L., ae il had accoiupli.T 
its purpose, uud had now become a I 
dranoe and drag upon the church, 
seems that aooM of thaaa ehurohee have 
shaipeasd kaim to «nt thair thioato 
with. The Helping Hand Booieties have 
helped themselves, and the creature has 
become the master. It is the evolution 
of church business, The old methods 
are played out and the men are in pos- 
session. That the formation of such to- 
oieties would result in a divesion of the 
gate receipts was a foregone oonchi- 
sion. The Young People's Societies were 
organized to oejole young people into 
the ehwA buildings with the idea of 
ducing them to teke part m the regular 
church organization. In this a failure 
was met with. Vouug folks will attend 
the junior meetings when they have 
voice and part iu the administration of 
affairs, but when asked to come and list- 
en to one man while he does all the talk- 
ing, and pass out their good coin for no 
return, they say "Na" 

The Auxiliary Societies collect money 
for their own needs and perhaps a : 
gin for graft, and they collect from the 
same people that the dear parson has to 
ask to shell out for the cause of God. 
Some people think that if they pay to 
the one faction that they have done 
enough for the Lord and that caosei 



I'n 



,vill , 



role^ 



may be seen from the following item 
taken from the Marietto Times. 
Ohio could but have a dosen of aodi 
orguni/utions scattered over the atate. 
and then for other stotee to imitate her 
, ItaatUakMB woald ha a 



KmHk •< tha flUa iMa C 

The annual meeting of the Buck- 
eye Secular Union was held in this city 
yesterday, at the home of Mn. Helea 
U. Locas, on Gilman street. West Side. 
U is a sUto organizaztion which has 
fte ito purpose the "emi 
men and women from superstition in aO 
its forms," including those of religion. A 
number of the people prominent in the 
work in this and other sUtes were pres- 
en and ths meeting was an eztramoly 
tots w a t i n g one. Hm att 
Hair and in th aatlutlon of thooo pna-^ 
eat this wss one of the best sessions 
in the history of the Union. 

An election of officers was held and it 
resulted in the choice of the following: 

President, (ieorpe O. Roberts, of Den- 
nison. 

First Vi(*-PrpHident, Hon. A. W. Bi- 
son, of Dennison. 

r, J. W. White of Midvale. 



bajipy country. We must not let "ur 
feelings run away with our reason. One 
drop must not blind us to the ocean of 
misery. 

Nicholas has kissed and deoorated the 
butchers of his people. But when he 
heard of the exploskm at M. Stolypin's 
he said that words failed him to ex- 
press his indignation. His own killings 
are executions; other people's killings 
are murders. That is how he looks at 
the situation. And it seems as though 
nothing would teach him better in this 
vorid. Wen, the revolatkmiste may 
him tha oppoftanity of learning 
the leeson In another world. But we 
should prefer his being wise in time. 

The Czar claims to rule by the grace 
of God. He is backed up -In this by the 
Church in Rissia. God. however, 
says nothing. Het lets people use his 1 
name and holds his tongue. Why doesn't | 
he speak? Is he too busy? Has he had 
no news from RussU Utelyr What is 
the reason of his sUense An nnmistak- 
able word from him wonld ast every- 
thing straight. What a dutnoel And, 
if he misses it, what a wasted oppor- 
tunity! 

Can any thinking,- person look at thK 
- ' 1 the 



oni but without Thee we are weak 1 
must go down with shame. Oh. God, 
not Thy name be taken from th ; face 

the Dollar, for Thine is the Kingdom > 
the I'owor and the Glory on this earth, 
!.ul not iu hi'aven. We trust in Tliee 
and iu Jhee alon.'. Jlide not Thy face 
lor iu Thy |.ie>euls we are under Th 
protection. We thank Thee for the past 
favors Thou hast bestowed upon us, 
i hou hast deUvered ns from aU taxa 
tion and we thank Thee for all the free 
rides of the past and tmat in^You that 
those blessings wiU continue for ever. 

We pray Thaa^ Ok Lord, aad our re 
deemer to save us from the evil in- 
lluences of Soriali^m, ihat they may not 
overp..M, r u-i and destroy laws, but rath- 
er stand by us in the grand Republican 
party, and when all is done and our 
works drawn finally to a close, then 
take us home, and gather us in Thy 
kingdom and crown us with Thy glory 
forever.— AMEN. 



UGHT 



(By BEN FRAMKUN BONNELL) 

I asked onr pwaahsr where the light. 
Four daya befoia the sun 

Came from; and be with lioly spite. 

Said: "You arc makiiij; fun." 
1 said: "I only want to kn.nv, 
And s, 



not automatle. They will not run with- 
out cash and plsnty of it. The pieaohen 
will not save dear ain siek alnners foi 
Christ unless some one passes tha money 

lively. So there It Is. When the Y. M. 
C. A. cuts a few more per cent, from 
the preachers' salaries Rev. Dr. English 
and Rev. Ur. American will jjunp from 
under and let God run His own salvation 
business. It takes moasy M servo the 
Lord. Knticing the yovag to eoae to 
<Aareh and slag aad talk aad get up 
piaiM to^U xi^ bat tt deaa not al- 
ways lAw that such young folks are 
gohw to 111 «p pews on Boadays, aad 
fill up cash boxes at various times. For 
a young lady to join a Christian En- 
deavor Society and endeavor to love 
Jesus and also endeavor to make some 
young man love her, is fine, but when 
tha Bwrriage ia o*ar there ia gsawally a 
donbla rmmmtr ia tka BoMjr. TlMa the 
Preeideat of the Sodety calla npoa the 
workers to make good the lapees, just 
like the Insurance Companies do. Cov- 
ering lapses is not such easy work and 
usually results in robbing Peter to pay 
Paul. The C. E. of the Holy Faith 
Church will induce a few members of the 
£. of the Shining Angel Church to 
leave the Shining Angels and train with 
tho Holy Vkith gang. Thia cauaea the 
Shiatag Aagele to say. a few lhaiftiful 
things In the Christ Bthio Une to the 
Holy Faith Saints. 



There 



in 



preachers out, ko wiU hvro Ma «t fallen 
angels to make darila at aad good ones 



ed philaathoplst. Upholder of Sunday 
IjSws. Put a pistol in hu mouth and 
was gathered to his fathers. 

He waa the kind of a man that peo- 
l>le like. They begged him to invest 
their money for them. His Christian 
honesty was bond enough. Now, they 
are kicking themselves. They have paid 
for their leaeon and I hope that it wiU 
do them good. Was a family Uved 
about this aeighborhood. AU religioua 
but one boy. This boy, Ben put to work 
In an enameling establishment. Boss o! 
the plant very religious, insisted upon 
all employees attending Sunday School 

every Sunday. Ben refused was dis- 
ohaigsd, told ths boss to go to hell. 
Went to Brao^ya and made a fortune 
and U a raapeetod citizen. Does not at- 
tend church. The rest of the famUy 
still religious. Not one of them worth 
a damn, financially or personally. The 
owner of the enameling plant now a 
trust magnate and not liked by cora- 
mtmity. Still religious and still insist 
ing upon employees attending divine 
worships. Few employees rise above 



imployment be plentiful; f 
all tilings else may be right and wide- [ 
spread suffering will prevail it employ- ) 
ment be scarce. Ihereloie, a new or- ' 
der which at every turn necessitates the ' 



of ( 



thought of as a substitute for the prei 
ent industrial system, admittedly very J 
imperfect, but whose glory ia that it ' 
affords greater and more diversided em- 
ployment to the world's teeming work- 
ers, and consequently a wider diffusion 
of comfort than was ever before onjoy- 



the V 



irld's 



laUgiea, to haop amployeea qaiat wkUa 

the chains of slavery are foiged arMnid 

lien has not forgottea hia friends and 
has helped to pot some of them upon 
their feet. These ars only a few sam- 
ples of what religion doee for men and 
what unbelief leads to. ff our friend 
wiU looks about them they will see and 
hear of just such eases. Write them 
up. They open the eyes of some of the 
dupes of religionlste. Truth Is mighty 
and will prevail. 



THE GREAT MENACE 
0F80GIAIJSM 



k »Mdd CMia to Fiit 
With it «r •edaUam Kay Orer- 



(By. WILUAM H. BABNHAET) 
(From Liberal Bevlew) 
liarely. perhaps never, has a great 
social development paused in its oncom- 
ing until all the people awaited it with 
outstretched arms. Illustration; the 
di of modeta Sodalism. 
ain. -great movemento seems to 
by their owa insensato energy, 
guided by any cmuelous sgenoy, as 
the wave of the sea. Illustration; 
iroUing Sooialiam. 
Again, the foes of a new order have 
er been unwitting midwives at ite 
birth. Illustration: the tremendoxis im- 
petus being given to Socialism to-day 
by greedy, thieving Individualista, trust 
' their 'like, every 01 



to advance ite cause than do a score of 

ite friends who openly preach its doc- 
theory there is nothing in a name 
and indeed there should be nothing. But 
practice there is much in a name 
humans are too much like the bull 
that flies into a rage at the sight of red, 
though It be only a red bucket oonUhi- 
ing his daketaUa sapper. Tortuaee have 
been coadaaated, wpa tot ieas bla 
life blotted out and the progress of the 
I stayed as penalties for sounding 
s. Who that has a memory forty 
years old cannot recall the odium at- 
iched to the noble worda 'abolition' 
and "fugative," even in the free North- 
ind? And to-day, in this sclentiflc 
intury, what hosts of excellent people 
detest the word "soieBee," "rational,' 



my youth I attended the funeral 

for a citizen of my town, whose 
appalling condition, as it was pictured 

impressionable mind, made s 
fadeless mark u]>on my memory. I thai 
day resolved that however vile and de' 
graded I might become in after life, I 
would never become 'niberal." Thus 
ideas suppressed and mere sounds used 
to prejudice the mind of the child and 
to inflame the adult, niaeh as 
business men or bankers had told them red infurUtoe the bulL Sooiallam ia a 
that they would not employ bo>s tluit good, wholesome word meaning, eesen- 
did not attend Sunday School. That; t'n'ly. "brotherhood." But, in blind 
boys who paid respect to Sunday School hatred of the word, thousands forget 
lessons and loved the church were al that the principle it embodies has g 



That 

remambar whaa I aaad to go to 

Sunday School how nice unctuoue gen- 
tlemen were invited to address the chil- 



ways to be trusted. They always knew 
of some boye who were opposed to Sun- 
day SduMls aad tbsy all grew up aad 

turned out to be road agents, bandits 01 

else killed some one in a saloon brawl 



■\eai 



have 



have 



MDat of the people from oat of towa 



He said: "I know where you will go 
Before your course is through." 



state of Russia and still believe 
doctrine of Providence? Cardinal New 
man said that ha looked into the world 

for evidence of Ito divine government, And gloried in the thought, 
it was like looking faito a mirror without That some day I would aad aiy race 
seeing the reflection of his face. The { Qn earth and dad that spat, 
facts outside gave the lie to the belief j^ng years havo paaaed. the light 
within. And this Is strikingly the 1 



of bankers who were noted for their 
piety undermining the financial insti- 
tutkms that they were running. There 
waa a Baptist preacher out in Southev. 
niiaois, last Spring, who wrecked 3 
beaks and committed suicide. There 
waa the great Waggman, leading lav 
of the OatkoUd Church in America, made 
ducks and- drakes of other people's for- 
tunes in Washington, and died after 
being exposed. Then oomes Stensland of 
Chicago, known for his great religious 
character. Down he goes aad dowa goee 
tU pnapaeU of M^MW dapoattora. Thaa 
eoBMa F bi afc f «' Tklhdaii ' ' 

110,000,000 awlped by eoDnsioa wK 
few sharpen. Hippie was treasurer of 
the Presbyterian Church Union. Noted 
for his Christianity. Set up a poor wo- 
man in fashkwable school at Bryer Mass. 
and apaat HO/XW oa |Mr aekooL Ttek 
great tatawt % Mkaol aana sad 



us the great fraternal orders, the post- 
office eehools, the bsaavolent agencies, 
the hoBpltal% the aaylams, and innum- 
erable stotatee enaeted in pursuit of a 
square deal for everycbe, even the poor- 
est and humblest citizen. 

And yet it seems to me it would be a 
deadly error to organize society upon 
the Sodallsta basM, as that basis is laid 
down by Socialist propagandists. There 
seems to be more than one fatal de- 
fect in tho programaie which fail of 
adequate treatment by all Soolallsto 
whom I have read or heard. One of 
them, in my unimportant Judgment the 
greatest, is fhe undervaluation of the 
part played in our industrial organiza- 
tion by employment. As I see it, the 
employment of the people overtops all 
audi principles as "wages," "capital." 

"interest," "private ownership," 

"monopoly," "production," "profit," 
••wastes," "competitfen," "hours," and 
aU other principles used as firebrands 
by the SocUIIst reformer. Industrial 
stagnation and consequent poverty 

" ' alaa may ba 



istory. I must B 
\>e understood to defend the unjust ao- 
cunailation of wealth in the hands of a 
few, nor to mainUin tha absurd propo- 
sition that the worker reoeivee his full 
share of the wealth that is produced by 
his aasUtance. But I do make the as- 
sertion that under our present Imper- 
fect system there b not a family in the 
United States, whose breadwinner is 
capable and in good health, who may 
not honoBtly have abundance to eat and 
wear carpets on the floors, pictures on 
the walls, a piano in the home, and the 
home paid for. by obeyiH abdolataly 
the k«a of aanl aad tha hora of 
eooaomiea. Why? Simply bemuse 
with the people properly distributed, 
there is employment for everyone that 
is able and capable to work, on account 
of our glorious natural resources and 
our innumerable and widely diversified 
avenues of employment, the latter be- 
ing due almost wholly to science. What 
baa Socialism to offer ia place of our 
multipUeity of omployaMatT With the 
ntmoat fraakaeaa it p wp oese to tetroy 
what It terme aeedleee oceupaiionS, for 
example, insurance, commercial travel- 
ing, advertising and real e^<taie agencies 
and kindred callings. Also, what it 
terms wasteful expenditures, such ae 
parallel railroads and trolley lines, rival 
steam pship lines, express, telegraph and 
telephone lines, multiplied shops, factor 
ies, mills, stores, banks, hotels, newspa- 
pfBS, eta.^ eta. But- ii pwp oese no new 
* I ait— lun of old 
al service. It pro- 
of the millions de- 
s of earning their 
of the earth and in- 
dustry, save the fantastic Arabian 
Nights' dream of reducing the working 
hours of everybody to about four hours 
each day, leaving all to idle away or 
otherwise dispose of the remaining six 
hours per day, aeeofdiag to each indi- 
vidual taato. BoslaHam may overwhelm 
us unbidden. I do not see how thinking 
men can flirt with it, so long as it can- 
not show a programme the foundation 
of which is full and remunerative em- 
ployment for all. But that Is just what 



3 no diflpositio 
prived of the me; 



Mora's ths pityl 



Ittgleside, Texas.— As I am no good 
at soliciting subscribers I win try and 
help the Blade a Uttle again by eending 
you 12 to advance my subscription an- 
other year from date and the other dol- 
lar to pay for the subscribers that I did 
not p^t, but it will help a little anyway. 
I am willing and will pay $2.00 a year 
as long as the Blade and I live, but at 
the death of either of ua this sgree- 
ment ia eaaeeled^ 8. FOWLXB. 



METHODSi 
Tfae Organization iato a Political 
Body. 

or AtL ION Am WOMEN WHO WOULD 
MAINTAIN THB PURELY SEOITLAB COA&> 

AOTEB or THIS aoTXBmtxm^ 

L Br dffendliv the trtedom of spwdi aad ptea 
In local courts sad bcion UcUUtira bodbs- 

% By Uktwtss resMtaw sB sBCwee lU MB l e sf «o> 

tttislsitlnlmi upoo the atati 

(. Br^tmltlii^ m 




S. Bjr sdrocttlnr tqial rlgfats and Juatios to all*' 
glTing women an equal volca in all sorem* 
mental affair*, and hy all othar practical and 
lezal mrthoda. malntalnins^pacaonal llbertjr. 




WNi« aad a dagrsa «r aaiaioti wlB ha 



promptl 
{he pat( 

liro^Kh 



ua advertised for aale at oui 

tioiiri; ', without charge, in 

aa illualrated and widely 

oonaulted t>y Manufacturera and 
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LIBERAL WORK 

POINTED OUT 



If Toti C«a^ out Witt ¥m WMt Ott 
Wlut Tm GdtKU Mate m BMt 

af it 

(By W. J. DUTTON). 
Tba following address was delivered 

by VV. J. JJutton Ixjlore the iiuckeye 

in ilariatta, utiiu. ii caiue lu a 
■pons* to a toast "Xtie itest Almbods to 
InoreaM Ubnttnt lOMiiy" at Ua bM- 
^uet given bgr lu mtmbm aad fiimk. 

TIm address it an admirable effort and 
well worth a stuii^'. It reads: 

""l^am imablu to ai'ciJu tui uijsc-h llie 
best metbuUs uf iuuruasmg LibvialiKiu 
locally, iiroadty guvmi 1 woiUd aa.y liuij) 
and enoouiaat tvttytUng in ihuuKhi 
and action, ttet ia morally unobjuction 
ble, that t«nda to Libaialiam. KucU 
circumstanoe must b« judged auil uctvU 
upon independently, aa the beat thing 
tu do at a given time and plaue uiaj 
not be the best to do at a ditTereut time 
and place, or at a ditTereut time at the 
aame plao. 1 do not believe in com- 
: with error but it is often 
ehooM iMtween two evils 
in oite to ptKreat tha greater one. 
For instance suppose our Legislature 
>. ait oonaideriug the enaetiueut ul u 
strict Sunday observauee liiw and auuif 
member should oiler an aiiicndmeut 
more liberal in its pro\ isioiu. 

If there was no ohanoe of defeating 
■ome kind of a law raeognising the 
ohuroh as the owner of one-seventh ot 
our time, then it would be the duty of a 
Liberal member to support an amend 
iiieiit, although it would also be erron 
ciple. Apply this idea to 



e ditlt r 



want get what you cuu in your line. 
People in the cities and larger towns 



people in the oouatry dietricts. Why Is 
this? In my opinion it ii because of 

the diireronoe in the facilities lor amuse- 



llie supplying of these di- 
ve would lessen the power 
ul vtte church for harm in the different 
• eonununities. Let me illustrate. Some 
yeut ago the public institutions in the 
Uttie town ht which I Uv* weit a aohool 
and a dhuroh. We bad ao pubile haU 
where we could hold entertainments of 
any kind, except the stnall school room. 
People must have some plac 
some way to break the mouut 
they will go to rhurch and whether such 
pipyU Afin any part i& ohurch affairs 
or not the ohuiidi profiU by suck at- 
tendance. In our village a pubUo hall 
would not pay flnanoially as an invest- 
ment. 

There came a time when an opportun- 
ity offered for organizing a lodge of a 
secret order in the village. Th6 organ- 
ization was completed and very few of 
the members had any thought of oppo- 
sitioa or injury to the church and 
. MM at na JoiMd tha orgaaitation for 
«ka ipaeHa tfntpoa* of onoaHion 
the ehurdi, yet the direct result of that 
organization is a splendid public hoU, 
the greatest enemy of the church in the 
coninmnity, and I might add but very 
few of the members of the Lodge 
pected this fact yet. This is but one 
way of directing the energies of the 
people against the church. If any of 
you live in oommunitiea where public 
hull facilities are inadavwt* ^" 
be doing the cause of liberallam a gnat 
service by supplying that defloieney. 

The study of our own careers is i 
good way we have to guide our action 
to the benefit of Liberalism. Probab 
ly the most of you have at some period 
in your lives believed in the truth of 
Christianity. For my own part I never 
belonged to any church yet in my young- 
er days I used the word "Infidel" as 
scornfully as the moat teligioaa bigot 
of today would. Moat of my a 
were not religious and some of them 
mild opponents of Chrlstienity, 
whenever I went any place it was 
ally to Sunday School or church and 
naturally I absorbed the poison there 
axtendad. What waa tha aa« " 
tUa poiaonr The logie of aa laganoll 
would have no more effect than water 
on a duck's back. A friend who came 
frum a I'niversalist community supplied 
me with their literature. The average 
Universalist is a person of some intel- 
lectual capacity, but a moral coward 
afraid to accept what he knows to be 
the logical conclueions of bis own reas- 
oning. Their arguments outside of Bi- 
blical doctrine convinced me, hut it did 
not make a moral coward of me. I was 
at the point where an argument would 
be taken at its face value and was pre- 
pared for something better. 

No two of us are alike in temperament 
and it may be that aome of you have 
had yoor faltb ahakaqn by aa aiWlaadie 
ot UbanOiam. bat doaMMM Mil of 
yon have eome to yoor p n am A poaltiaa 
step by atep aa I have. 

Then I would urge that the work 
of preparation be not neglected and do 
not withhold your support from my 
projeet that interests and oocuptes the 
enugiea of the people if It to morally 
naobJectioBabla aad aot aotnaQy in eup- 
port of tha ahankc The ehurA aims to 



■ttpprtaa arerytUag that aha eaa aot the Populiats. hot, yon see they hare 

turn to her own account because every | never been in power, 
energy exerted some other way is so I admit tlmt your way is the best 
much less for the ohurch. while my pUin would work all right 

We eometimea forget that generally among the Republicans, it might create 



Blada of people must be prepared 
for tka meptioB of aaytUw ladieally 



REnNEMENT EVEN 
IN CRUELTY 



Andent aad Modera Kethoda Brovght 
ia Shaip Contraat Thnagk a Cxit* 
ifM «< Oao g( Wifmf* IMwti 



(By HARRIBT M. CL08Z). 
The following is an extract from an 
address by W illiam J. Bryan at I 
pcndence day banpuat of the American 
Society of London, Jnly 4th, ISMi 

Un tba walUa of the Umple of Kar- 
nak an aneient artist carved the iike- 
S9 of an Egyptian king, represented 
holding a group of captives by the 
ii-, and in the other hand is raised 
club with which to strike the cap- 
es. What king would te willing to 
confess himaelf eo erael to-dayt" 

Of cours« the kingly irnlera of to-day 
would shrink from being considered so 
brutally inartistic as to belabor their 
victims with clubs. Besides it is nn- 
for more refined maSiods of 
torture have been called into use. For- 
, the present system of starva- 
not nearly so shocking to the 
assthetio aensibilitiea for the gaunt 
form of tha hungry worker eaa ba «x- 



be provides and maintaina fof the ruler 

who ignores him. 

we recall that up 
Jul)ilce of Queen 
brother Bryan 
fi rred with miuh feeling) a million 

r of lu r Irish subjects hod died 
of starvation and more than twice as 
many had escaped a similar fato by 
emigrating. Yoa aee tha bofi of Ire^ 
land are not eoatignooe to Wiad«>r 
and Balmoral Castles with their 10,000 
flelds and forests 
ilcr views the pres- 
uirage, and the poor 
Paddy hopelessly stuck in the mud of 
tradition dutifully caniea hia pittance 
to the palaee gatea iaatead ot aueeor- 
ing his famishing family. Oh, yes, the 
leisure class is necessary to our devel- 
opment. 

Then you remember that during the 
ign of Victoria there were over three 
oic wars and it seems far more hu- 
in:in>> tor tens uf millions of men who 
had no quarrel between 
line up and fight to tl 
for a ruler to beat witk a a^ a few 
of the iaatigatcra ot 
done in ancient times, though the latter 
course did not entail a debt upon pos- 
terity to the steenth gcneraticm. 

Hut let us glance ii>;ain at the almo:it 
helpless Irish people and not,- the 185 
daily evictions due to the inordinate 
demands of aristocrats and the wasteful 
expenditures of royalty. However, it is 
unnecessary for Mr. Bryan to drag in 
an Oriental rajer to potatt a moral for 
our capitoliatie data arieta mora peopli 
in New York city alone than is record- 
ed of all Ireland. Isn't it high time that 
wo should begin to ponder the question 
of whether it would be more cruel to 
knock on the head with a club a few 
of the ruling exploiters of labor or 
whether we should permit them to slow, 
ly torture tha Uvea from men, women 
and chiidrea by exeeeeive work and by 
- by 
of 



dissent ion among the Oemoorato where 
we want absolute 
contentment meaaa (decay). 

ed people never progress; they 
their days away; it would take a whole 
regiment of them to break a broncho. 

Yes, Mr. President, you are evidently 
a man of ideas, and your plan of perpet- 
uating the raoe and the Republfcian par- 
ty is simply grand. You gave the na- 
tion the canaed intelUgeaoa (AasooUted 



tha party would 
tftda, kera after, 
from the varioM traato aad it ia quite 
evident that the Democratic party be- 
lieved you, and are acting upon that 

That was a grand scheme of yours; 
to have Congress make the people pay 
an annual sum of three millions of dol- 
lars to white wash the beef trust and 
give H a plug-hat repntetion at home 
tnd abroad, worth 160,000,000 a year to 
he said Trust, ao it caa tora tha three 
nillions of dollars into the campaign 
fund, ifes, I admit that to be better 
than levying * direct tax. Your plan 
is ao satisfying to our benefactors. Do, 
not the people still remember how the 
sngar trust contributed one million dol- 
lars to elect your predecessor, with the 
understanding that it should have a 
hand in regulating tha tariff, whidi it 
did suffleieat to aalta aa a ddHb aa l 
profit of $l9fl00jm ia tha apaaa at 

It dOM 

an tka beat paying 
ol 



week of tha SOth the county surround- 
ing Niagara, Erie County, on the south 
and West Geneva on the Himlh and 
soutuwcst, Orleans County on I he ea«t 
and Niagara County along the shore of 
Lake Ontario about one mile in width j 
have had heavy rains nearly every day. | 
Of course there Is no record given that 
lurrounding country prayed for rain, 
and Lockport and vicinity ia etiU dry, 
evidently the fellow to whom our good 
Christian people prayed forgot them in 
their great need, and they will have to 
buckle on their Christian armor and iin- 
portune him again, and then it may be 
like the old woman whose garden laid 
in a really aad waa all drying up, aha 
asked her good Mathodiat praachar to 
pray for rata which he did whea he saw 
there was pretty good evidence in the 
clouds for rr.ia he proceeded to the old 
lady's house, they knelt in prayer the 
good man storted in and he prayed for 
God's sake. He went home in the night 
up came a regular cloud burst, flooded 
the valley, tore up the old lady's cab- | 
, onkwa, peas, com, tomatoes, in 
faot, eveiytking. She atood la tha door 



whidi I am a member and none of 

aljove work would have been done had 
ni)t some individual started the organ- 
ization, and the province of the Free- 
thought press should be to aid tha or- 
ganization or individiul to help 
cause of Uberaliam forward. I 



ciation haa on I 
Cardinal OttbOM, Mark Twafai, Andrew 
Carnegie aad otkiv lifldela like yomrs 



her hlpa and reviewed the garden ove 

s.aid dot-rnt them dam .Methodist 



if t 



.oekpor 
r the 



life. 

If the non-producers cannot be indue 
ed to relinquish thier hold on the 
throats of the producers, then the loyal 
leaders of humanity should rise to the 
occasion and aot oaly grasp them by 
the hair but admialitar a few persua 
sive taps on their heads with eudgels, 
and when the work is accomplished 
these IcnderH will not only be praised 
in the present but immortalized in 
bronze in futtire, even as the rulers of 
Kamak. 



OPEN LEHER 
TO THE PRESIDENT 



ia a Man of Idaaa aad 
Writer U Olad the CUaf Magiatrate 
Did Hot Act OS tha Adviea ha Oara 

Him. 

(By ANNO DOMINI ICARBLS) 

No. 2. 

My Dear Mr. President:— 

1 am so Klad you did not make Con- 
gress pass a law to levy a direct tax on 
voters, of 16 to tlO tmtk, par aaaum 
a eampaiga tnd. aa I kad paarloaaly 
suggested. Tha tOad wOuM, ot course, 
be used to keep the present rulers in 
power. Are not the present day rulers 
appointed by "The Great Ruler," the 
the days of Sodom and 
Gomorrah T Can the rulers of these days 
do any wrong, any more than the rulers 
in those good old days? Of course not. 
Is it not generally undentood, the world 
over, that emperora, kiaga, praaidaBto, 
and some queeas «aa do ao wroagf 
About the only oaaa wko do aot haliava 
it^ aia tha SoalalMa. «ka |mUU aidl 



CHRISTIANITY 
AND MOTHERHOOD 

Scathing Denandation of Christian In- 
fluences Over the Race. 'Down with 
the Preacher" the Battle-Cry. 

(From To-Morrow). 

It is now fully eatobUshed among 
thinking people that Chriatiaaity haa 
been a decoy, a falaa guide, a bui 
always untrue to nature, always leading 
the wrong way in whatever divisions 
of life, government and education, ito 
methods have been employed. Under 
Christianity, the highaet function 
womankind, motherhood; has been que 
tioned, interfered with and debased. 

Throwing aside ceremonial biaa aad 
tradittonal obeaaaion let na view the 



What from time immamorial has been 



to become a mother? Purely the frown 
and torment of Christianity and ite Be- 



llas regulation ever 
passion? No, except to make perverte 
and debauchera of childrcti. 

Will lagnlathm aver subdue it? No. 

W'juld the aoild grow Bad, should we 
henoeforth aarva, honor and glorfy 
motherhood? No, No, No. 

Instead of recognising in the consent 
of motherhood a joy and delight that 
shouU thrill tha world, what have we 
had? Disapproval, exclusion and 
marble heart reonlting in abortion, 
perversion, proatitntioB, auieida, 
flcallj 

fore by tha , 
interfere with a 
eity which ia tki that at all kawui fai- 
terference haa 
ing the world 



I I 



life, "Prostate yourselves! Fall doMm 
upon your faces, fill your mouths with 
dust," and when hereafter women 
through love voluntarily accept the bur- 
dens aad joya ot mothaiteOd, I aay, 
worship them, aaka tkafar patka mar, 
crown them with glory and not with 
thoma. 

Bow down and worship the mother, 
I say, because you have been destroy- 
ing mankind long enough. You have 
been making prostitutes and abortion- 
ists long enough. Vou h.ive driven 
enough beautiful women to destruction 
I hold you responsible for every sigh, 
for evaiy tare, aad every worry of her 
who but' for yoa voald baaoB» a moth- 

Baoa aaidda ia yours. The brothel is 
yours. The ahima are yours. But your 
crooked gaarled, bigoted conoepUoa ot 
life shall last no longer. Down, I say 
with the Christian preachers and his 
teachings. Up, up, away up to the very 
highest, let us send our praises of con- 
senting motherhood, 
by 



prayer rmg 
again. While wc call the Christians 
who pray for rain iirnorant and foolish, 
what to call the people who put out the 
Lockport Union -Sun for printing such 
rot I hardly know nnleaa U ba they are 
hard up foraawaitamaW. J. 8WABE. 



PETER NOT A CHRISTIAN 

Timothy Toddles lay on his bier. 
When his watohers were suddenly filled 

with fears, 
For he opeaad Ua eyea aad aa* ap and 

said: 

"I dreamed a dream, I thought T was 

They conducted me to Peter the Great 
Where he sat on his throne and ruled 
the state; 

And I said, "Where is the other man?" 

, "Find him if you 



Then I said, "Where Is he who asked 

of Hb master 

How oft shall a man Iiis hrnther for- 



For 



d he said 



r live." 



And I asked where was he who held 
the keys 

Of heaven? kind ab, now if yoa please, 

Will you answer me? and the monarch 
said: 



that I 



B dead." 



But if you would know what he was," 
aaid he, 

"Go read yoor book aad there youm see 
That hia master aaid: "Get me behind 
For thoa art aot of god-like mind;' 

a devil yon are aa I always knew. 
And that ia why I have dwaea yon." 
Toa amy Md tka kaya tin tka day of 

Of kasvaa. bat H haa ao room 

doera wkoaa todca tkoae k^ya wiH 
M. 

VVnt «ha aaa who aaafca to liro by Ua 

wiar waadar heaven^ mjt" 
Aad ka WM area to iUa day. 

No wonder the presAaiB paata ol "fK- 

dition!" 

^th no hope of ehaagtag ^ >WP>^ 
aoaditfcm," 
My anul Mknr Mar^ «ravi 
Who a dmrO waa aad alM a Hw. 

—MRS. GEO. VALE. 



Praying for Rain. 



fact. The 



lal . 



.uld 



irks 



ockpo. 



ping shows some more of the foolish- 
ness that the Christian indulge in that 
causes the thinking men and women 
to stop short aad wonder earnestly pray 
for rain and expect their prayers will 
be answered. The funny part is that it 
rained in the vicinity of Lockport oa 
Monday morning the 20th, but did not 
wet tha porehad and cracked ground to 
anaad oaa iMh ia dept^ whila aO fha 



his Common Sense and Crisi 
not have been in the State I 
Fhiladalpkia and many othei 
hava baaa aagiaatad that have helped 
to keep the memory ot this great pio 
neer of Freethought before the public 
])res8. This was the work done by one 



Dr. 3. B. Wilson's trip to Rome was 
made possible by the statue of Bruno at 
Rome. The statue of Col. Ingersoll at 
Peoria, the purchase of the Betsy Ross 
house where the flrat American flag was 
made, aad the porokaaa ot tka kig cabin 
and fern «l Abrahaai Uaaola. oaa>of 
the laMal PWa M a ati, waa eoma ed the 
work 4iM kjr tha mg ialia ti i w ot{ 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 

Hampden: 18 size, "Special R.- 
Way," 23 Jla., $26.00; 'Naw R.-Way," 
28 Jla.. $24: Dauber Watch Co., SI Jla.. 
917; aamo 17 Jla.. |14. 

■ISla: "Varltaa," 28 jli., fSf; 
"Father Time," 21 Jla 122.60; "R W. 
Raymond," 19 Jla.. |20; "B. W. Ray- 
mond," 17 Jla., 118.60. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jla, 829; 
"Creacent Street," 21 Jls., $22.60; "Ap- 
pleton, Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
Jls., $18.60; aame, not "Premier." $1$. 

The above guaranteed to paaa R.- 
Way Inapoctora. 

Sundries: Waltham P. 3. Bart- 

lett," or Elgin "Wheeler," 17 Jla., ad- 
Justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, |7; same 
Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad 
justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 16 Jls., $6; Elgin or Wal- 
tham Dlokal. non-oatohable hair aprlng 
7 jl8., $5; Hampdm 7 Jla., gilt $4.60; 
"Standard" or "Caatury," 7 Jla., $S. 

Al tha abova ia 2, 8 or 4-oanoa ail- 
verlne eaae, prepaid. Ia allver, or sold 
flUed, screw eaae, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantaa for 
20 yeara, $3, or in hunting caaa. $6 
more. In 26 year acrew oase, $6, or In 
huuting case $8.60 mora than In all- 
verlne case. In aolld gold eaaa, $18 
to $60 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. 

Large (6) alze Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, lataat 
style, artlaUc hand-chased, 7 Jla.. $8: 
16 Jla.. $11; 16 Jla.. adj., $16; amaU {<. 
aUe 7 Jla., $11.60; IB Jla.. $18; U Ot^ 
adj., $18. "RiToralda." extra flaa. |14. 
In 26-year eaae, 81 mora. In 14-k aoUd 
gold case, $10 to $60 mora. Latter 
with diamonds, all In plush box. pra- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not llatr 
ed, Jewelry, Rings, Silver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods and .My Tract, 
'Theism In the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
La Grange. Cook Co., Ill 



SUMMER TIME TABLK 



Lexington A Eastern Railway Com* 
pany, Bffeotlva May 20, IMS. 



■aat Bound 

Leave Pm. 

No. 2 

Lexington, Ky 2:26 

Wlncheater, Ky. 3:10 

L. * Jaaotloa. Xy. .. S:M 
Clay Otty, Ky. 4:M 

Stanton. Ky 4:10 

Campton Junction, Ky. 
Natural Bridge, Ky. ... 

Torrent, Ky 

Boattyvilie June. Ky... 

Athol, Ky 

O. A K. June, Ky 

Jackson, Ky 

Train No. 2, dally exc 

TralB No. 4, daOy. 



. 4:40 



Na 4 
7:48 
8:8d 
«:St 
•tU 
9:U 
9:06 
9:64 
10:08 
10:29 
10:69 
11:26 
11:30 



Leave 


Am. 


9m. 




No. 1 






.. 6:88 


8:U 


O. & K. June, Ky. . . . 


.. 6:29 


2:80 


Athol, Ky 


.. <:6« 


8:88 


BeattyvlUe June, Ky. 


.. 7:26 


8:20 


Torrent, Ky 


.. 7:47 


8:42 


Campton June, Ky. . . 


.. 8:03 


8:67 


•Natural Bridge, Ky. .. 


...8:01 


8:68 


Stanton, Ky 


.. 8:28 


4:U 


Clay City. Ky. 


..8:87 


«:I4 


L. ft o. JmMam. Ky . 


.. r.u. 


l:M 




.. 8:28 


8:80 


Lexington, Ky 


..10:10 


6:06 



Train No. 1, daily except Sunday. 
Train No. 3, Dally. 
BeattyvlUe Junction.— Tralna Noa. 
S and 4 with the L. & A. for local 
atatlona on the L. & A. Railway. 

O. 4k K. Junction.— Tralna Noa. $ 
and 4 with the O. * K. tor looal ata- 
tlona oa tho O. * K. Bsaway. 

L. A a Jaaottahr^TMOu Noa. l 
and 3 for Mt. Sterling and Intamadfr 
ate points. 

Campton Junction.— All tralna aOB- 
nect with the Mountain Central Xy. 
fur Pine Ridge and Campton. 



TO - i UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLfT 



'MARRIAGE " 
AND DIVORCE' 

Muma K. HEmY 

ow 

VERSAILLES, KINTUOKV. 




MONON ROUTE 



I OHLY LINl TOTHe'^^^ ' 

^FAmus HEALTH mom, 




TIS RKSniTS OKLY THAT COURT 

Dapaada Vpon What Tou do Whether 
Oifiaiaation by Freethinkera 
Wiao or Unwiae. 

(By JAB. B. KLUOTT.) 
Tkaia ia mo^ conaapoadanee going 
on ia the Liberal prsas tipoa the vahie 

of organization, and I may add that 
ihp vulue oniMsts in what reaoHa 
hiivo Im'c'u :u'i.'()ni|>lished. I may eita 
tlio Paino Memorial Association as an 
example of work done , and without 
it Paine's portrait and bust would not 
have been in Independance HaU. He 
would have been ignored at the dedica- 
tkm ot tke aoaument to the haroea of 
Red Bank. Hia monument at Naw Bo- 
ohella would have been neglected and 
future generations would have pointed 



RtAOY FOR THE PRESM 

IGHIGAGO GAVE DWELLERS 

Not for Preachers 

320 Pages, Gioth, CI.OO 

POST PAID 01 = 

AStoryofthtUndsrworld 
and th* ' 



By PiirkerH. Sercombe, 
Editor To-Morrovf 
Aliigazine, Chicago. 

Only a limited edition of 
this rnnarkabU bock will be 
printed. Each copy will be 
signed by Sercombe Him- 
st'lf and automatically num- 
bered from 1 up. First 
orders in will get the low 
numbera in rotation except 
No. 1. which foaa to Un. 



Addms 



MM Oaluoiet A ve., Chicago, III. 

to CENTS THE COPY. Si A YEAR. 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 
OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

QOD, SATAN AND HOCV aHOVr AM NOTHIIM MIT MIATION* 9^ 
PIOTION. HIAVm AND HILL ARB ONLY MVTH«. 0081. 
SCIOUS Lira IS KXTINQUISHKO AT DKATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches theae groat dlacoverlea through tta 
organ, "The Truth About Qod, " which It publlshea monthly, and ita aehool, 
• The Central Kansas Bualneas CoUece," which teachea BteDOgrapby, Typa- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanahlp. and SpalUnQr 
and "The Truth About Qod" In a general course ot atudy giver by tha Xjtm 
porary International Instructor for tbe chi rch. 

The Church haa 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wtnU BOO more to formally 
organize and Incorporate. The flrst thousand mcmbera will ba the fooadan 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from tha Idolatry Ot worahiy- 
Ing a dead man named Jesus an.' a myth named God, yon should join thla 
Church and it v lll aid you In freeing them, and In saving your foatarlty 
from becomInK l.Iolaters by teaching them The Truth About God. 

Write to W. H. KERR, 2i>10 Broadway, Great Bend, Kan., fox blank a»- 
plication for memberahti Information abou t tha ooUega, aad a«a« U aaati 
Cor a yaar'a aabaorlpUoK. to tka "TBUTB ADOUT OO}*." Do it Mm, 




ouB vmrs on oboahizatioh. 



JIthe blauv 



mer waa a pioas „ 

The Utter waa an Athieat, a ganttenaji, • «iiioUr 

and a patriot Both have left a record behind 
Iheui. Hippie's is clothed in pious iufamy. That of 
Girard is surrounded by a halo ot: huuijin gloi> 
that will be imperishable with time. 

lnadelit> Las loug been a serious lliorn in the ■ stituted, em 
side ol religi.ju, bul il appears lliat orthodoxy is j eoiitaiu.s wit 
now about lo gather the grapes which it has long and propagi 



In a recent edition of the Truth about God, 
small paper published at threat Bend, Kansas, by'J I C I' I'LII MIX 

"W. H. Kerr, through the Church of Humanity, a { I* ■ I tH DIMl 

aeriea of queationa are propounded to the Blade, 
the oauwnaaa of tHii^ ia that aa tlie Blade ia an ad- 
vocate and believer in a more compact organiaation 
of American Freethinkers, why it docs not ally 
Itself with the Church of Ilumauitv, especially, aa 
it is elaimed, the organization as at present oon- 
es iill tiuit llie IMade asks for and 
itsi ir lb. ,iciiu' of urganized effort 



Franklin 
oonoerning 



order for Wilaon'i Bob* book to be 
Mat to Mr. F. A. Woigol, JohMtto, Pa. 
W. Woigri to « Mrthiiit aid w in- 
Twtor. Bo Mdo foMnta far tkrw 

very uieful inventiou, a pump, a safe- 
ty elevHtor, and a self -generating auto- 



preached do not grow there, if iulidelity is a good 
tlung in the rained banJt, it would be a batter in- 
novation in the ehureh. The Blade aogfaata that 
the iWqrteriiuu of the (Quaker City try the ex- 
pwiBMBt Jl little ean aoon leaven the whoic 



The Blade does not i 



r propose to take up 



LOur valued opiniuii ' 

! Book ia highly ap- ' 

predated both by Dr. WUson and the * 

Blwle. ' 

J. J. Swabe— To to aneaeisfal when ' 

praying for rain, yonr pious neighbors ' 

slioulil watch (or the direction of the ' 

wiinl. V\ 111'" tlie wind blows right, ^ 

Ui'ury Carpenter — Thanks for clip- ' 



ar, par 



(if h 



ol)8orvtMl and bombard their cities or 
rences. In this invention the steam is 
rierated inatantaoaoiuly as it ia need- 
Tbe eieotrleltf fren a storage bat- 

■y Kupplies the spark from which the 



THE SWORD AND THE CROSS 

Did Secretary Bonepiulc, of the Naval Depart- 
ment, properly luidersUiud amJ ap] 
that war is but the rivalry of nieu loLUsed in its 
most intense form, he would have sanj; to a ditfer- 
oit tune in hia recent address before the graduat- 



F. M. Weaver— We thank you for thej P^' 
compliment, l^xington is still a good,*^" 
place to live, even if we have too many I 
pieacheia. 

A MitoheU— Yow' mlndid example 

oii^ht to become 'Xiutagious. 



. liL i)m fint plaoa we nraat aooept the view that 

■ ■ 1 are young men, who have been I far bev 



and answer, aeriatim, the queationa anbmitted, aa it 
would take more qwee than the Blade ean Jipare 
for that purpose, but to aimply say, that aa Uie gen- 
eral trend of all the editorial commeut, stricturcF, 
or suggestions, combine upon the one question of 
affiliation or non-alfliation with the Church of Hu- 
manity, or to give reasons, if the negative ju-evails, 
tbe r.laile will i,'i\e but a eondeuseil answer to all. 

Fust, llie Blade ilu.'s not believe that the Church RoU 11,^-101.7 notice of 

the fact of Humanity can be made the nucleus of any great ^ j^e Buckeye Secular Union mc.tuig 
or powerful organization. This is candid and wei 0,^, too Uto for us to use with lieni t i 
presume that the managers of that organiaation | to you. In thto tseue will found i \w 
prefer candor to hyopcrisy. At best the influence ! secretary's report of tiiat meeting, 
it may be capable of wielding must be to a large Would like to have been with you, but 
extent loeal in charaeter and ean not extend vei v ooi 
nd the coiitini's of its walls. Its methotl 



It i 



gatioii Loiupiinies. J,arge iiiiimifactur- 
ing cities will have no need of smoke 
ordinances and smoke consumerg. Ho- 
telH, restaurants and Urge, stores can 
have light and electric fans at a frac- 



trained to earry on the art of murder at sea. 
have gone through a course oI CiU-elnl mslriielion 
in the skilful manipulation of tihip.s wjib monster 
guns aboai-d , and how to use those with the 

best possible etleet iu the attempt to ' blow Chris- 
tian brums into eternal froth.'' Wub tins uuder- 
stand, we can appreciate the fact that the seuti- 
menta ezpraaaed by the Seeretaty of Navy to those 
young men would oarry weight and force. The 
very existence of such institution is a standing 
menace to the peace of the world, its alumni are 
drawn from productive labor. They consume bul 
do not produce. Their maintenance increases the 
lax burdens imposed upon the people. They are 
expensive luxuries and in these days of trust and 
c< rporate operations luxuries come high. 

Dtiring his talk to the students he remarked, "I 
ami not pnjjiaxed to that war will never be a lost 
art ior I aoi not giftad with that confidenoe ia vmtK 
nmniefwtfw which has been vouchsafed to tumn among 
my countrymen, but 1 am quite ready to say that hap- 
py conaununation will not be attained in forty 
years, or eighty, or until men have become better 
or worse than men." This statement was made iu 
answer lo llie tipliuiistieal suggestion that "war 
would become absolute iu forty years." While 
the secretary appears to concede that war may 
become a lost art, he doea not opine that it will 
be in our day and geiianti<«i, ao that ha ia aonaar- 
vative rather than radical and comes nearer aqaar< 
ing with the views of jingoes in America, than 
most of those well informed individuals who have 
studied h human history to any purpose. Neverthe- 
less the secretary lias gone a little further than 
history justifies him in doing. Wai-s have sprung 
up over the most trival atiairs that nations ought 
to have felt ashamed of such arbitrament. It was 
onee aaid by a profound atadent of bnmaB affairs, 
who had atndied Jraman nature to a purpose and 
knew hia nei^^bor even aa he knaw hiaMel^ that 
BO long aa two men and one wobmi w«m left on 
earth, the possibility ot war would ba mm pr easn t . 
We i^uie that it is tme as events in history have 
conclusively proven. 

There is h reason for this. We may call ourselves 
civilized. We may prate of our .scbolustie ahieve- 
ments. We may boast of our progress aud prosper- 
ity, but we are yet half savage, for the bulk of 
mankind today inclines to be a fighting animal, 
partly by instinct, partly from choice. Man loves 
the conflict. He enjoys the storm. The throb of 
the war drum, and the clash of steel appeals to him 
as nothing else. Some argue that when man quits 
fighting, he will guit advancing, and will retro- 
grade. M 

the romance connected with medieval 
but the response may by the young men of Amer- 
ica demonatrates that it will not materially aflect 
the list of v^QBtaara whenarar fhai* ia a call to 
arms. 
The 

but the Blade regards tliem as true. We can real- 
ise that "i)eace hath its victories as well as war," 
and that the bubble fame is not always to bi- found 
at tlie cannon 's bra/en lielji. When that -ivat par- 
liament of man lias been successfully established 
in the federation of the world, war will be no more. 

Religion has ever been one of the most potant 
causes of war. It has set nation against nation, 
community against commtinity, family against fam- 
ily. Bone of the same bone and fledi of the same 
flesh, the religious doctrines cast men in delTerent 
molds and war was an inevitable result. When op- 
posing trains of religious thought try to pass each 
otlier (in a sinule track there is going to be trouble. 
'Jo briefly scan human history will reveal the sad 
fact that of all men aud women, aye, and even 
babes who have died by the sword, whose blood 
lias incarnadined the earth, the ehUf and princi- 
pal cause has been religion. The bloodiest of them 
all has been the religion of Christ The pattern 
of the Bword waa forged after tbt pattern of the 
cross, and it is a worthy prototype of human de- 
struction. 

Thrift is a ehararteiislic of the British crown, 
and the newly made spouse of the King of Spain is 
not the first female of that specie to abjure the 
creed of her fathers' for the privilege of sharing a 
monarch 's bed and board. Their religious scruples 

ooont ier naught when weighed against a crown. 

we pr e ae n t enq>resa of Boasia was also a prote- 

stant who accepted Catholicism to get a scorbutic 

husband. A religion that ia incapable of putting! 

more moral backbone into ita adlwWltS is less! 

useful than u nHis<|uito, and haa afecat M. BUCh moral j 

strength as a banana. 
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isi be based upon the representation 
.elates upon communities within those 
work of loeal organization is being 

into efl^ect in many parts of the coun- 

leed the encouragement and then to 
?very possible multiplication of their 
state can boast a dozen or 



Mrs. Vina Hodges— You hare •dophcl 

.1 wise course. Whenever a paper to 
wliioli villi linve lieen subscribing ceusea 
lo please you. drop it. As we are to 
cut you from the list there was really 
no need of correcting the mistake of 

^J. A. Oorriher-iii^qr othen. like 
yourself, have missed the trendiant pen 

of Kditor ifoore. We realise our in- 

iitiility to till the place made vacant by 



1 litis lessen the ehanoee of loss from 

lire. iKiiler explosions, etc., and in the 

.Mr. Weigel is ii Freethinker iiiiil in- 
tends to help open the eyes of the 
world to some of the superstition whieh 
blinds it Send. Idm a- few samples of 
the Blade also.-^. A. ELSENRATH. 

For Blade and Rente Book. 
Salt Lfike CHy, Utah.— Enclosed find 

$2.15, orte dollar to renew my subscrip- 
tion to the niue Grass Blade iind bat 
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Twenty jear 
lar Union, a national organization ai 
carry on the Preethought propagamb 
aame linea. Others followed in the sai 
All met with failure and succumbed to the inevil 
able. The Secular Union issued cbarlers to local 
societies authorizing them to earry uu tlie proi)a- 
ganda in its name, but it is doubtful if one-per cent 
of these charters cmild be located today. An evi- 
deiii e of the futility of such a plan. 

il seems to the Blade, from what if can learn, 
concerning the plans of the Church of Humanity, 
that it ia proceeding along the same old lines, and, 
if continued, must meet with the same old reanlts. 
A sueeesafnl organization must have the people 
behind it, or it will go to the wall. 

What is needed is the organization of a Commit- 
tee composed of the best known, most capable and 
energetic Freethinkers in the comitry. This Com- 
mittee should be given a fund tn work on. The 
fimd can be raised by voluntary . .•iilribiitiou. 
With the fund aud the knowledge the Committee 
would have as to method and application, an organ- 
izer, specially seleeted, eoaU be put into every 
state, kept there and maintained at the expense of 
the propaganda fond. The duty of the organiser 
wonld be to establiah loeal aoeieCiea, free and inda- 
pendent of any national organizatio. 



CIsonrath — Your coniinunication 
Ihrou'di the ailditional proof of the fact 

nd l c'Ui be ^^'^^ educated and intelligent men can- 
not be Christians, 
c we ean pro- , j ^ Cole— We wUh we could do more 
I than merely extend our thanks for your 
great inteieat in and valueWe serviees 
upted to ' for the Blade. Some day we may be 



rard you better. 
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be organized and 
made a delegated convention. When six or more 
states have been thus organized, then the national 
organization could be brought into existence, and 
the body brought into harmonious relaticmship. 
Upon such a foundation the work could be properly 
extended in every direction until all the states are 
brought into the fold, and a common bond estab- 
lished between them. Unity of purpose and propa- 
rohhed war of much of ^^yu ^-^^^^ become a fact and Freethought 

I I .1 1.*,.- I I become a power for good in the land. 

i-oin this il will be seen that the two tilings 
'ssary, is the coinmitlee ami the funti. Neither 



iiiimey that is sijuandered 
i riitiire could be turned inti 
channels, our cause would 
like a green bay tree. 

.T. W. Greoe— The use of Ciiriat's bloo<1 
as a seasoning to <a}th le ealjr imagin- 
ary, even with those who protae to be- 
lieve it. That is also a matter of faith. 
Only fooU can lM•lie^e it. 

J. J. Herman— Till' iiin'>'tion of bury- 
ing °onr own dead is a iiertimnt one. If 
we had a perfect organization, such mat- 
ters could be provided for and if the 
necessity arises, you might have some- 
one prepare you a form and then get a 
friend to read it. 

D. Leahy— There 
Freethought organization 
The National Libersl AMoeiation end 
AmerioaB Bewlsr UaioB exiet only in 
name. Both aasMS sloald be dropped 
and a new ^Modi^ laiilt upon the 
toiaa. 

1^ 8kiw<— Us autter to whieh you 
jafsr asB he bat * men ooinoldenoe, if 
it is true. We may have something to 

say on the subject in our next issue. 

Still in the Woods. 
Salad.). Ore.— Please stop this paper. 
I have taken it to lie edited as an infi- 
del paper, aiid now, when the deino- 
eratic, socialistic views are so glaringly 
oovering its pages I call a stop. So 
stop rit^t now. You have got my 
name wrong anyway. It should be Mrs. 
Oeorge Hodges or Vina Hodges, as yon 
please.— VINA HODGES. 

Rome Book Highly Bnddned. 

I.o-i Angeles, Cal.— I have just 



I tKh. for quite a number of years, but 
as I do not live there now I would like 
to have it sent to me here as I will be 
here for sometime, nease send Dr. 
\\ ilson's book at onoe as I have a friend 
in the hospital Itere who would like to 
read the book and Blade while unable 
to do anything else. T 1 
Scipio but very little in 
years and had Iml little o 
the Blade and therefore know but little 
about it. hat as I expeet to be located 
here for some tina I wast to read it 
again. Wishtag the Blade every suc- 
cess I remain, respectfully yours.— OLE 
MADSEN. 

Ahead of the Times. 

Greensliurg, 1 



I Letter, 
i find «e to 
r OB sa h s rtytl — ead a aonr of Dr. 



mueh is svuMMtand osi wortUms IMmb- 

turew^Ba A. GILPATSIOK. 

Rome Book an Eye-Opener. 
Clinliin, Mo.— Knehised find post office 
money order for fifty cents to you in 
payment for BUde for another six 
montha addreeeed as before. I think the 
Blade is gieaUy improved. I neeirad 
the book A Trip to Rome by Dr. WUaoB 
in due time after mailing or express, 
II ml I am very iiiiirh plensed with it. 
It i-i an eye-opener. With much respect 
1 as ever.— S. E. PRICE. 
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. . committee would be impoteut without funds and 

.'^^i^,i„^T^!' „ wf^l""!!^?' the funds would demand, in ju.slice to all, that only 

those authorised to do so, should expend tliqni. The [ his 
Committee cotdd be appointed by the expressed 
will of a majority of ail Freethinkers in the cotintry 
tio be made known through the columus of the 
I-Yeethought press. Until the committee is formed 
the Preethought papers, or some suitable person 
cotdd be made the custodian of the fund so that 
when the committee was ready to begin business, it 
would have a fund mi band In begin with. 

Such are the virus mi m -iniization entertained 
by tlie Blade. Tlioe virw.> . oiiie as a result of the 
expressions alread.\ made by l^Yeethinkers on the 
subject. 



Ylr. 

lioiik n "Trip to Rome," and do not 
wonder ihnt it is so highly endorsed 
by those who have reai* it. It is hard 
lay it aside OBtO it ii flni^Md. I 
incompramldng ridieok ia eem- 
paring raligion with seienee. I shall 
reeommead it highly to my readers of 
Higher Seienee— FRANKLIN H. HEALD 
Editor Higher Seienoc 



There can be no doubt that industry and science 
should govern the world, instead of caste and reli- 
gion fur the history of mankind is really a record 
of the conflicts between the workers of society and 
those who deprived them of the fruits of their 
labor, the jirivileged classes. When every citizen 
is inhibited from leading a life of idleness, there 
will be little need of religion iu any form. Such a 
move would renovate society both mentally and 
mondljr. 



Ton A c Bixht. 

Ontario. Canada.— The Rome book 
came to hand a few days ago. I have 
not read much of it but as far as f 
have read It oomes up to expectationi. 
My object fai writing juat now is to call 
your attention to the heading of an ar- 
ticle in the Blade of the 29th, "The 
Itirth of Christ," should it not have been 
the "Birth of JeKus." It is news to me 
Uuit Christ was bom. A myth bom. 
The ^pela say .Jesus was bom in Beth- 
lehem t<f Jades, ete Bemsb'irg says 
Cl!ri»t u only hie title. Sabitin says 
rhric' means the anointed or greased 
Mil. " Are not you and all Freethinkers 
|,l IV ir ;; into the hands of the Pliristians 
when voii use the word (Tirist instead 
of .Tesus the lii.inaMilate nnd fiilherleos 
.Jew. Just give the niadir your scr 
i.'U« consideration and deride if I am 
not about half right and at the same 
time gfare OS the resMM why tha eom- 
rtlers el the Khy Ummf Bibia In the 
"on Jei 



date and contin 
to the same address. The truth impels 
me to say that the Blade is keeping 
abreast and a Httio ahead ia the forward 
progress of thon^ Men everywhere 
are thinking for themselves in politics 
and religion. Hasten the time when 
none will be the tools of machines or 
the dupes of cre^s.-^TOHN BOBBITT. 

Infidels Slwnld Bury Their Dead. 
Blue Springs, Mo.— Find eneloHid *'i 
to renew my subscription as long as 
the money will pay for it. I heartily 
agree with Dr. Wfleon and your Iowa 
correspondent that Infidels should bury 
their own dead, but in my case should 
a dcMiis,' liM|i))(n ill my family I don't 
know where a l.ii.eral orator could be 
(lie distance. I know 
e child died stiddenly 



AdadN Kaas.— Yoa will find encloeed 
one dollar to set my aubaoription to 
February, 1007. You have improved the 
paper since your management. It is 
filled with new subjects and general top- 
ic*. Uxingtw ie the town near whore 
MIX father was hem is aoaw el 
my people an there yat^F. IL WBAV- 
ER. 

Wsato to Mt hi Bsily. 

Visalia, Calif.— Enclosed ptoase tad 
tl.SO post of floe order in pajrmeBt of aa- 
other year's subscription to year pa- 
per. The time being so near oat for 

the new price, I wish to commence now. 
—A. MITntEI.L. 

When God Gets Mad. 
Carbon Hill, Ohio.— I send you a 
olippii« fram the Octambne Diepateh 
•Utis* that OM Jiklgo Thqnaa O. 
Boobe made a declamation eaytaig that 
if he was not telling the truth that 
Oo<i may strike him dead and in a 
few moments he fell in a dead faint. 
Now this is stated to have happened 
at Coshocton, Ohio. Now I Would 
like you to publish this in the Blade 
as there certainly is some one in that 
town who reads the Blade and will 



I wieked |..<rson. bttt wiO eit hMg 
land for years and have his old tky 
1 to wears the knees out of 100 
- nf Imekekin pants begging for just . 

wayward son or daughter to turn 
enward. But it is no good. It 
IS if one wants to get a message 
I heaven with li|^ting epeed would 
o pive God a cursing like a*Chiaa- 

with his Hod and lo it is done. The 
stiaii says he careful don't, yon 
Li-il people poke fun at our God he 

tit (jet mad and smote f~| — 

I. SHAW. 



who got a prearher an,l I have never 
had the sane re^'ar.l.^ fm him since as 
he only made a point for the preachers 
which they used to good advantage. I 
would say to iafldeta. Liberals and 
AtheUU dont get a preaeher under any 
conditions, liong live the Blade, its ed- 
itor. Dr. Wilson and iU maay valuable 
oontributore.— J. J. HERMAN. 

Favors Oiganiiation. 

I have just read a "Trip to Eome," 
and am delighUd with it. I would like 
to know more of the aim of the "Lib- 
eral Association." 1 notioe an effort is 
being made to unite all Freethinkers in 



mgli, 



all 1 



thing ought to he done towards mini 
mixing the tendency of (Hipular thought 
to drift to bigofry and intolerance. En- 
eh>sed ibid 50 eeato for Blade. Some 
effort might he made to form Free- 
thought s<Aools in each coiiimunity.— 
D. LEAHY. 

Chiistiana Heed Waking Up. 

Holdiers Home.— I tried to get a few 
snbseribers but failed. There are many 
infidels here who do not have money or 
think they are eafe. So 1 send ow 

dollar to renew as 1 see you still have 
.\pril on slip. Would send more but 
have other uses for it. I got Dr. Wil- 
son's Trip to Rome. It is good. Keep 
at ttie Ohrixtians. they ne^ something 
to wake them up.— O. T. FREEMAN. 

From Another Viewpoint 

iVbysvUle, Ky.— FAclosed And express 

money order for $1.50. Pleaeo credit my 
^iiliseriptiim with same. In a recent is- 
sue y.ni wicle: -Our human life is just 



The Christian religion has wrought every ele- 
ment of society that now taints oar civilization. , ^ 

This can only he refined away through the in- gospels mention Jesus, Jesus, Jesus and 

fliiences of Freethought with education. It is a, in the headline of the chnpti 
peculiar and noteworthy fiu t that no savage na- •"'e P^^ "f »'r'|diires. 
tion was noted for its licentiousness, that, aloue, ('h"""** 
stands as one of the curses of Christian civilization. """^ 
.\dmitting every other claim, this will ever Stand 
IS a damning indictment against Christianity and 
its baneftd influence upon the race. 
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A Good 
to Try 

ft traverses a territory ricb 
undeveloped resources; a terrie 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, horticulture, stocli raie- 
Ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not leact, it it 

The Scenic Route 
forTourtotoa 

The Frisco SysMI n w/afts ia ei 
traveling public aaeSMsMMSSlwaad 

fast time- 
Between St. Loots aa4 Kansas 
City end poinu in Mlsseurl, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklaboms, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and pointt 
in Tennesse;, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Bimiinghani and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the Vest and Southwest 

Full 'nformatlon as to route end 
ralea cheerfully f uraiabed upon appli- 
cadoa 10 any rep wsem ativs «f the 
CoBvaqy, er IP 



OBJECTS t 
The Complete Separation of 
Church and State. 

BT WHIOH WB DEVAND 
1. The Tazttton of Church Property, 
t. The abroeatloB «l sU laifs livorta« th* db. 
sMVsa ss et Su adsr «s a Aelr-diy . 



wHk tto hMd or official uithoritr o( laj 
charch or religion, nor tint the Cod or Savior 
of utj reliirlon be lncorpo«t»a lata Uw 0«. 
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